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The Vicar writes ........

N Shoe-shining for the Lord

§ Successful businessman, Jerry Singleton,
. grew attached to a little boy who was his regular
.. shoe shiner at the train station. The boy was always
~ | meticulous in his work, which impressed Jerry. One
'l day, Jerry asked him why he was so conscientious
‘ about his work. The boy replied, “Sir, I'm a follower
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of Jesus, and I try to shine every pair of shoes as if
he himself were wearing them.” Years later, Jerry
reflected on how he'd seen something so deeply genuine in that
shoeshine boy that it proved to be the catalyst to his decision to begin
reading his Bible, and then deciding to become a follower of Christ
himself.

The apostle Paul wrote, "Whatever you do, work at it with all your
heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters.” (Colossians 3:24)

Whatever you do... whether that’s shoe-shining, or the washing
up, or caring for a family member, or going to work in an office, or
volunteering at church, or doing the school run, or juggling all sorts of
commitments during retirement. Whatever you do, do it for the Lord.

One of the consequences of the Reformation was a renewed
emphasis on the importance of the ordinary and everyday. Martin Luther
and others were keen to reclaim the truth that God doesn’t just care
about the time we spend at church but the other 95% of our lives as
well, and that discipleship involves the whole of our lives, removing the
sacred-secular divide. A few years after his Ninety-Five Theses,
Luther gave a sermon on marriage in which he described how changing
nappies in love for one’s family and in service of Christ pleases the Lord
enormously and makes the angels sing in heaven!

It is wrong to think that God mattering more than everything else
means nothing else matters. On the contrary: since God matters infinite-
ly, everything else matters much more in the light of him. The environ-



ment matters (God made his world, loves it and will ultimately redeem
it), art matters (God cares about beauty), justice matters (as an intrinsic
component of God's character) and on it goes. Every time we bring order
from chaos, or we're creative, or productive, or relating to others, we
are bearing the image of our Maker (Genesis 1:27-28, 2:15).

All this brings much dignity to the repetitive or mundane tasks of
life. Since God sees the heart, even the most menial task done for him
can bring him glory. Brother Lawrence, who engaged in largely unskilled
community tasks such as sweeping the kitchen and peeling potatoes,
wrote, ‘Our sanctification doesn't depend upon changing our works, but
in doing that for God's sake which we commonly do for our own.’

Therefore, whatever season of life we go through — whether its
childhood or adolescence, motherhood or fatherhood, as students or
pensioners, in times of employment and unemployment — they all
provide different opportunities and settings in which to glorify God. As
a pastor called Ray Ortlund says, ‘Whatever the Lord calls you to do for
him, yours is a noble, high and holy calling.’

One last example that I like: Charles Spurgeon once asked a
cleaner who was a recent convert to Christianity what difference choos-
ing to follow Jesus had made in her life. Rather timidly she replied, ‘Well
sir, I now sweep under the doormats.’

Therefore friends, this month of May, ‘Whatever you do, work at
it with all your heart, as working for the Lord.’

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION

Never miss an edition of
your favourite parish magazine!
To arrange an annual subscription,
including delivery to your door
(within Brackley)

PHONE MARILYN ON 702634




BRACKLEY

LOGAL BOYS
SAVE THE DRY

TALK
WITH CHEESE & WINE

Friday 31May // 7pm
St Peter’'s Church
Tickets: £12.50

Tickets go on sale on 2 April and are
available to purchase online at
stpetersbrackley.org.uk/events

or from Denise Johnson:
bensie5459@gmail.com or 07517 656901

Join Chris Bazeley to hear a story of
how local men secured the success of

the D-Day landings. Without their
heroism, fortitude and simple good luck
D-Day may have ended very differently.



EASTER FLOWERS

-

Thank you for your kind and
generous donations towards the
cost of Easter flowers.

| hope you enjoyed the displays
in St Peters church over the past
three weeks.

Sally Hughes — flower team co-ordinator



The U in JesUs

Before U were thought of or time had begun,
God even stuck U in the name of His Son.

And each time U pray, you'll see it's true
You can't spell out JesUs and not include U

You're a pretty big part of His wonderful name,
For U, He was born; that's why He came.

And His great love for U is the reason He died.
It even takes U to spell crUcified.

Isn't it thrilling and splendidly grand
He rose from the dead, with U in His plan?

The stones split away, the gold trUmpet blew,
and this word resUrrection is spelled with a U.

When JesUs left earth at His upward ascension,
He felt there was one thing He just had to mention.

"Now go into the world and tell them it's true
That the love I have shown is not just for U."

So many great people are spelled with a U,
Don't they have a right to know JesUs too?

It all depends now on what U will do,
He'd like them to know,
But it all starts with U.



Before Jesus ascended to heaven he told his disciples
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my &
witness in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth”...
..When the day of Pentecost arrived,
they were all together in one place,

and they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit." &

m G
READ the story 3 &

of Pentecost
in Acts 1-2 4
Look up the Bible P
verses to find
the answers to the
crossword clues.

How many
words can you
make from 5a
the letters of:
DAY OF
PENTECOST

5d

1 After Jesus ascended into heaven, which 8 What rushing sound came from heaven? Acts 2:2
city did the Apostles return to? Acts 1:12 2 What appeared? Tongues of ...7 Acts 2:3

5a What did the Apostles devote themselvesto? 4 What were the disciples filled with? Acts 2:4
Acts 1:14 9 What did they start speaking in? Acts 2:4

6 Who was chosen to replace Judas? Acts 1:26 3 Who spoke to the crowd? Acts 2:14
5d Which special day was it? Acts 2:1
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5 1ble ﬁj{% A short story from the Buble
: : ._ God rescued the Hebrew people from
It can be read i the Bible in Equpt and Led them to S&itc‘ipmoun tan,
Ex.19:3-9,201-2124712-18 32:1-253L:1-9) | There He offered them a contract . . ..

eople and | will be

r’chM ralgs,and you will\§
yﬁéd and protect you.

\ your

Mases climbed the mountain.
God gave humtwostone slabs

withthe contract onthem.

| | what You tell us

andworship only You )| .

Then God and

Moses talked ... for |(A
40 days and nigits|| can't worship something we

‘ . / :\ O
aron, that Moses (sn't coming back. We

can't see.

Sohafon Made a qold bull| |God told Moses . ..
and the people went wild. four people are already

N

7y \Worshcpping a statue. | |

Moses was so angr; he
smashed the contract

\ | forguve Your pesple || Mases

[God,pltase, ptcasc] S aod% ve His people and gave

more contract slabs
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[tts not mz? fault , |
they made me do it




Town Garage

(Brackley) Limited
M.O.T. Testing Station on all cars and
Light commercials
Car Body Repairs
Servicing, Repairs, and Weldings
Diagnostics
Tyres and Exhausts

Phone or call in for our Special Offers af]
71 High Street, Brackley
Phone (01280) 702227

Email: deemann2013@gmail.com

www.towngarage-brackley.co.uk

g
ARSI DERS

RENOVATIONS &
RESTORATIONS

CONVERSIONS & ROOFING
GENERAL BUILDERS

01280 703368

www.abbey-builders.co.uk

J.EM.S. STATIONERS LTD.

For all your home and office stationery
supplies including computer consumables

Also stockists ol
Winsor & Newton Artists Materials
Medici, Caspari and Carte Blanche quality
areetings cards

13 MARKET PLACE, BRACKLEY
Tel/Fax 01280 706265

www.jemsstationers.co.uk

"> Edd Frost & Daughters

Family Funeral Directors of Brackley
“where caring comes first"
Brackley’s only
Independent Family Funeral Director

¢ Dedicated care and advice Edd Frost & Daughters

¢\|"]
N 4

. 24 Hour Service

. Pre-Paid Plans

. Monumental Masonry

27 Market Place, Brackley, NN13 7AB

SERVICE AND REPAIRS

R. SOMERTON
Brackley 01280 700319

Washing Machines,

Tumbile Dryers,
Electric Cookers, New

Appliances supplied & fitted

NR. BRACKLEY, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.

WESTWORKS, THE PLAYING FIELDS, WESTBURY,

For the very best in
Motorcycle Rider Training

.ridertraining.

Motorcycle Rider Training
at its very best

call the team on
01280 706017 or
07770 608199




Annual Parochial Church Meeting 21 April
The results of the elections held at the meeting are:

Church Wardens Bev Lazenby and Les Edge — 1 year

Deanery Synod Representative Tony Holden — 3 years
PCC Members Ben Stopher - 3 years

Louise Jordan - 3 years

Denise Johnson — 3 years

Uli Ashley - 1 year

*Full PCC minutes can always be found in the pink folder on
top of the pigeonholes in the extension, although please do
not take these away.

Would you like to hear more from St Peter's?

If you are online and would like to receive the weekly Vicar's

Update, just send an email to brackleyvicar@gmail.com and ask to
receive the church's email bulletin

WE CAN HELP YOU
st If you wish to donate to
vinien. O YOUR ENERGY BILLS St Peter’s Church
e CRRIEE WiTe ~ Our bank details are

DRAUGHT & GAP REPAIF Sort code 30-11-08
REPLACEMENT PARTS g Account number 00060124
REGLAZING b
DOOR & WINDOW REPAIRS ¥/ IhankYou

EMERGENCY CALL OUTS )WA!LABLE!
calliabent oy o ,07368 960466 / 01280308803




Expert advice on T A VAN AND dyd
'9 )M Hearing Choices UK allof your o0 4d

5’&
hearing needs TYRE SPEI:M”STS ~ o

|

, wure ouse _
.-l- -Tf.;[ -':HE PHARMACEUTICAL AWARDS 2072 HOSTED BY GLOBAL HEA & PHA d I.
Kings Sutton based . Competitive Prices m
Audiologist . Comprehensive Stocks
. Exceptional Fast Friendly Service TMT|
EAR WAX REMOVAL . Comfortable, Clean Reception & Free Coffee
One ear - £50
Two ears - £80 KUMHO TYRES =n Mon- Fri 8.30am-6pm
Saturday 8.30am-4pm
For further please contact Lisa BA (Hons), RriAD, Audiciogist
sy e | 01280 706 030
e m_’— 1 Borough Court , Buckingham Road Industrial Estate
Brackley ,NN13 7BE
www.tyre-warehouse.co.uk

. - 01280 701919
— =4 DAN 07979425060
UG.LQ _ JASON 07821722838
mnlu’mnnuunwmnmm

FREE NO OBLIGATION [III[ITIITIIIHSl

« PATIOS
«DRIVEWRYS
«FOOTINGS
DRAINAGE

B Servicng carried out te dealer specifications = Qualified techmicans

TARMAC
<FENCING
& MORE

BRACKLEY GROUNDWORKS & LANDSCAPES

; TastyThymes
ABcom putlng Mobile caten dlred to your door

Buffets for Special occasions
Canapés & Sandwich Luncheons

Sales Support Repairs Networking

v Computer, laptop and peripheral sales

v Computer repair and upgrade: 1

v O?t&::etand t::lephonn l::papor: Aftemoon Teas

v D r nd d ransfer 4 2

s ko Children’s Parties
v Broadband and wireless setup . . &
T e Menus can be tailored to suit requirements
small buslness:s“and home users Ins?::;f::kn:r M1
area. We provide a first class ser:ir.e atan 2 Mlnlmum Order Of l 2 people'

affordable price.

Call Andy Blencowe

01280 840033 or 07815 180969 For further information and menus
' Please call Kim on 07966 254215




