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Do you love gardening?

For many people gardens are places of peace, relaxa-
tion, and rest.
There’s no surprise then that we have so many keen
gardeners at St Peter’s. That’s why the churchyard
always looks so nice.

Now, I love to look at and enjoy a nice garden. However, the
effort of digging, mowing, and planting I’m not so keen on. In fact, I
was grateful to learn about wild gardening. If I don’t get around to
doing the hard work, I can simply claim that I’m eco-friendly, rather
than just lazy.

At the beginning of the Scriptural drama, humanity is in a garden
(Genesis 2:8). It’s a place of beauty and peace. The imagery pointed to
the harmonious relationship that was enjoyed between creature and
Creator. However, humankind was expelled due to their decision to
disobey God’s command and, therefore, demonstrate their love of self
over love of their Creator. However, at the end of the Scriptures, we are
given an image of a new Eden (Revelation 22:1–5). The imagery points
to the restoration of a harmonious relationship with God. How does that
happen? Well, that’s where the Easter gardens come in.

John in his gospel describes Gethsemane as a garden (John
18:1). There, according to his human nature, Jesus was deeply dis-
tressed and sorrowful. He was tempted. Yet he submitted his human
will to his heavenly Father. In Eden humanity grasped at self-rule. Do
you see how Jesus did the opposite? There, in Gethsemane, Jesus
obeyed. He reversed the curse that came in Eden. So great was Christ’s
obedience he went from Gethsemane to bear our sin in his body on the
tree.

Because of Christ’s obedience, new life also springs out from a
garden. This is the Easter garden you may have made as a child. Or
maybe you’ve had to help children or grandchildren make them.



John sets the scene for us.

(John 19:41-42).

There’s a lovely detail in John’s account of the resurrection.

Mary Magdelene did not realise she was speaking with Jesus.
Then we are told,

(John 20:15-16)

Here’s how G.K. Chesterton masterfully summarises,

On the third day the friends of Christ coming at daybreak to the place
found the grave empty and the stone rolled away. In varying ways
they realised the new wonder; but even they hardly realised that the
world had died in the night.  What they were looking at was the first
day of a new creation, with a new heaven and a new earth; and in a
semblance of the gardener God walked again in the garden, in the cool
not of the evening but the dawn.

Isn’t that a wonderful summary of what Easter is all about?

Humanity once again walked with God in a garden. New hope,
new joy, new life. Praise God!

I’m not sure if, like me, you’re too eco-friendly, or lazy, to be
keen on gardening. Regardless, what beautiful imagery we are given.
We can be overjoyed that because of Jesus Christ we can now walk in
a right relationship with God.

Hallelujah Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, halleluiah.



WE HAVE GOOD NEWS
The good news is that the Church of St Peter’s has been awarded

a very large grant, of over £80,000 from HS2’s Community Environment
Fund (CEF). The CEF fund has been created by HS2 to add benefit to
communities along the route that are demonstrably disrupted by the
construction of HS2. The administration of these funds is managed on
behalf of HS2 Ltd by the community charity, Groundwork UK. Further
information on this funding programme can be found here - HS2
Community and Business Funds This generous grant will enable us to
retile a large section of the Church Hall roof.

As many of you will be aware, we have a very real problem with
the tiles on the roof of the Church Hall. They should have lasted for a
hundred years but unfortunately the tiles that we were sent when the
hall was being built some 30 years ago, turned out to be defective but
this did not become apparent until way after any warranty period so
despite our best efforts in the past, we couldn’t get any compensation
and we have to bear the cost of replacing these tiles ourselves. And the
cost is huge. We have already spent almost 150 thousand pounds
repairing about 60% percent of the roof.

So we are very grateful indeed to HS2 for this very generous
grant particularly as they do not give money to religious institutions and
are only prepared to assist where buildings belonging to the church are
a valuable community asset. And our hall is quite definitely that. A very
large number of people in Brackley, who are not members of our
congregation, regularly use the hall for all sorts of activities and that is
why HS2 have made us such a generous grant.

The Church do have to make a contribution to the total cost of
about £15,126 and in order to cover that, because the church does not
have any spare cash at this time, we have taken out an interest free loan
from the Diocese which we have up to three years to pay back. And
unfortunately there will still be quite a large section of the roof remain-
ing which will not get done this time. At some stage the Church will have
to find the money from somewhere to deal with that because we have
neither the income to cover the cost or the reserves. So we are very
grateful for the generosity of HS2; their grant will go a long way to
preventing further deterioration of the Church Hall roof and enabling it
to continue to be used by all in the local community for many years to
come.





What’s orange, sticky and worth preserving?

This month sees National Marmalade
Week (18th – 25th April). If you really
want to celebrate, go to Dalemain Man-
sion and Gardens in Cumbria, where they
hold the World Marmalade Awards &
Festival. It celebrates, preserves and
promotes artisanal marmalades, with
thousands of entries. (Even Paddington
Bear will be in attendance!)

If you like marmalade, ever wonder
where it comes from?   One tradition
traces it to a storm-damaged Spanish

ship which took refuge in Dundee Harbour in 1700. It was full of
Seville oranges that the captain was desperate to sell before they
went mouldy. A local down-on-luck merchant, one James Keiller,
bought the lot. He didn’t know what to do with the oranges either,
but fortunately he had a resourceful wife. She set about turning a
shipload of Seville oranges into a preserve, and so the first mar-
malade factory was born.

Marmalade has been at the heart of British breakfasts for centu-
ries. Winston Churchill fought the Second World War on it
(washed down with a flute of Pol Roger each morning).  DH Law-
rence wrote novels on it. Paddington Bear’s
sandwiches were all marmalade. If you also
want to get your fingers sticky, visit:
www.marmaladeawards.com.

http://www.marmaladeawards.com


http://www.marmaladeawards.com


Happy Easter

One Easter Sunday morning, as we reached ‘The Peace’ in our service,
I said:

“Today, instead of saying ‘peace be with you’
we will try something different. Turn to
someone and say, ‘The Lord is risen’ and they
will reply, ‘He is risen indeed!’” Everyone
nodded and smiled. So, I approached a tall
man in the front row. “George, the Lord is
risen!” I said with suitably uncontained
enthusiasm. He replied, in a rather gruff and
unimpressed voice, “I know.”

Perhaps on Easter Day, I should have stuck with the usual response:
“Peace be with you.” Why? Because that is the way Jesus greeted his
disciples after his resurrection. “Peace be with you.”

A friend of mine was once leading Collective Worship in his local primary
school and asked the children what Jesus said to his disciples on that
first Easter morning. A forest of hands went up. “Yes,” said my friend,
pointing at an excited looking girl. “Happy Easter!” the girl replied. Well,
not quite. “Peace be with you” was the answer he was looking for.

Before the world can experience a Happy Easter, there has to be a
desire for that deep down, God-given peace. We watch the news on TV
and there seems to be nothing we can do. Not true. We can start where
we are – at work, at home or in the community.

Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called the
children of God.”
Happy Easter!

The Venerable Richard Ormston
Archdeacon of Northampton






