Vol.64 No 3 March 2024  Online Edition

ST PETER’S CHURCH. BRACKLEY

“LOVING GOD.
LOVING EACH OTHER,
ST PETER'S

LOVING BRACKLEY”

e —— r—
Week




even though they die!”
John 1:25 1
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3 READ the Bible
passages to find
Matthew 21:1-11 the answers to the
1. Which city did Jesus ride into? ; K crossword clues
2. What did he ride on?

3. What did the crowd shout?
4. What did clothes did they put down?
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7. What did they cut down to spread

on the road? §§§ . 3

Matthew 26:17-29
15. What feast did Jesus celebrate? ~ 8d 9
12. Who did he celebrate it with? 82
11. What did Jesus break to eat? i
1
. 13 Matthew 27:27-61
e 17. What was Jesus' crown
S W made of?
Matthew 26:36-75 (< (%) 14 cgru”jgzz“:;i Jestus
6. What did Jesus go to [ ) f&ﬂ L by
doat Gethsemane? 15 we &3 5B 14. Who's tomb was Jesus
18. Who denied Jesus? buried in? )
13. What did they wrap
17 Jesus'body in?
Matthew 26:14-16 16 16. What did they roll
8d. Who betrayed Jesus? in front of the tomb?
10. How many silver 18
pieces was he paid? ?
S S
Matthew 28:1-10 —

5. Who decended from heaven? O
19. What had happened to Jesus?
8a. Mary was full of fear and ...? OQ
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The Vicar writes......

Sacred Scars

§ Someone recently shared with me the story

., of a little boy who used to bring friends home from
: .. school. They used to play in the living room. But his
+ . father began to notice that his son stopped bringing
> | o friends home to play. So he sat down on the stairs
_ with his son, the place where they would chat. He
said, “I've noticed you don't bring friends home to
play anymore. Is it because of your mum?” His son
nodded. “Is it because of her hands?” His son nodded again. “Let me tell
you how your mum got those hands. One day, when you were a very
little boy, she was next door and heard you screaming. You'd crawled
into the fire. So she plunged her hands into the fire to get you out. But
her hands were badly damaged. So when you see your mum’s hands,
you see how much she loves you.” A week or two later the father noticed
his son started bringing friends home again. And one day he overheard
his son say to a friend, “You see my mum’s hands? They show how
much she loves me.”

As we approach Easter at the end of this month and think again
about the death and resurrection of Christ, this is how a Christian should
feel about the eternally scarred hands of our Lord: “They show how
much he loves me.”

By the world’s standards, it makes no sense to follow a Saviour
who was crucified. Early Christians were ridiculed for worshipping ‘God
on a cross’ (e.g. find online the famous Alexamenos image, with its
grotesque donkey head). The apostle Paul described the idea of Christ
crucified as “a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles” (1
Cor. 1:23). Yet, once shameful wounds, when we understand their
significance, become transformed into something we want to tell our
friends about, just like the boy did at the end of the story.

You see, some scars can be worn with pride. When Princess
Eugenie got married in 2018, she deliberately chose a wedding dress
that would show off the marks of her spinal surgery, as a way of
honouring the people who had treated her childhood scoliosis. Jesus
didn’t cover up his scars either. After coming back to life, he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and




put it into my side” (John 20:27). Even in heaven, it seems the Lord will
forever bear the marks of his sacrifice, and be all the more praiseworthy
for it (Revelation 5:6).

It is something distinctively Christian and deeply comforting to
have a God who didn't stay in an ivory tower, but who got his hands
dirty, and even had them bound and pierced. In 2007, the Christian
writer Dale Ralph Davis was comforting his son as his 9-year-old
grandson fought for his life in hospital. He reflected, "One can almost be
numb with another episode of trouble. It helps, though, that the Hand
that holds us has a nail hole through it." Similarly, when the philosopher,
Nicholas Wolterstorff, wrote after losing his son in a climbing accident,
“How is faith to endure, O God, when you allow all this scraping and
tearing on us? If you have not abandoned us, explain yourself! We strain
to hear. But instead of hearing an answer we catch sight of God himself
scraped and torn.”

This month, whatever you are going through, let me encourage
you to picture the precious hands of Christ in your mind’s eye. These are
the hands that span the heavens (Isaiah 40:12), the hands that tightly
hold God’s people (John 10:28), the hands that will one day wipe away
our tears (Rev. 21:4), and best of all, the hands that bear the sacred
scars of sacrifice. Picture them and cherish them, thinking, “They show
how much he loves me.”
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Never miss an edition of
your favourite parish magazine!
To arrange an annual subscription,

including delivery to your door
(within Brackley)
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LENT LUNCHES
BRACKLEY METHODIST CHURCH
12.30pm
Each Friday in March
All Welcome

MOTHERING SUNDAY
10 MARCH
9.30AM HOLY COMMUNION
WITH DISTRIBUTION OF
FLOWERS

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES

PALM SUNDAY 9.30am HOLY COMMUNION
6.15pm HOLY COMMUNION AT HALSE

TUESDAY 26th 1oam  PRAYER FOR THE SICK
7.30pm HOLY COMMUNION WITH HEALING

MAUNDY THURSDAY 7.30pm HOLY COMMUNION
GOOD FRIDAY 9.30am MEDITATION SERVICE

EASTER SUNDAY 9.30am ALL AGE COMMUNION
Followed by Easter Egg Hunt



BikE

A short story from the Bible

It can be read i the Bible in
Exodus7:1410:29,12:21-23,29-33, 14:5 -29
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God told Pharaoh to let the Hebrew slaves
ave EQypt, but he refused. God then showed
his power over Egypt (and (ts gods). ..
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WE CAN HELP YOU

If you wish to donate to
Renis 0N YOUR ENERGY BILLS St Peter’s Church

e | Our bank details are
WE CAN HELP WITH:
DRAUGHT & GAP REPAIR Sort code 30-11-08
REPLACEMENT PARTS Account number 00060124
i S el Thank You

DOOR & WINDOW REPAIRS [/ 1

at St Peter’'s Church

CONCERT
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Songs of Praise

Sprm
Suvunday 19 April 20249

Tickets £5 include
Tea &« Cake

Available from Jacky
O7970-583342



Town Garage

(Brackley) Limited
M.O.T. Testing Station on all cars and
Light commercials
Car Body Repairs
Servicing, Repairs, and Weldings
Diagnostics
Tyres and Exhausts

Phone or call in for our Special Offers at]
71 High Street, Brackley
Phone (01280) 702227

Email: deemann2013@gmail.com
www.towngarage-brackley.co.uk

y
NS L UILDERS

RENOVATIONS &
RESTORATIONS

CONVERSIONS & ROOFING
GENERAL BUILDERS

01280 703368

www.abbey-builders.co.uk

J.E.M.S. STATIONERS LTD.

For all your home and office stationery
supplies including computer consumables

Also stockists ol
Winsor & Newton Artists Materials
Medici, Caspari and Carte Blanche quality
greetings cards

13 MARKET PLACE, BRACKLEY
Tel/Fax 01280 706265

www.jemsstationers.co.uk

(" Edd Frost & Daughters

Family Funeral Directors of Brackley
\% “where caring comes first"
Brackley’s only
Independent Family Funeral Director

. Dedicated care and advice ¢ Edd Frost & Daughters

. 24 Hour Service

. Pre-Paid Plans

. Monumental Masonry

27 Market Place, Brackley, NN13 7AB

SERVICE AND REPAIRS

R. SOMERTON

Brackley 01280 700319

Washing Machines,

Tumble Dryers,
Electric Cookers, New

Appliances supplied & fitted

WESTWORKS, THE PLAYING FIELDS, WESTBURY,
NR. BRACKLEY, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.

For the very best in
Motorcycle Rider Training

Jidertraining. .1}’

Motorcycle Rider Training
at its very best

Tek 0333 123 2277

call the team on
01280 706017 or
07770 608199




Expert advice on T A VAN AND dyd
'9 )M Hearing Choices UK allof your o0 4d

5’&
hearing needs TYRE SPEI:M”STS ~ o
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, wure ouse _
.-l- -Tf.;[ -':HE PHARMACEUTICAL AWARDS 2072 HOSTED BY GLOBAL HEA & PHA d I.
Kings Sutton based . Competitive Prices m
Audiologist . Comprehensive Stocks
. Exceptional Fast Friendly Service TMT|
EAR WAX REMOVAL . Comfortable, Clean Reception & Free Coffee
One ear - £50
Two ears - £80 KUMHO TYRES =n Mon- Fri 8.30am-6pm
Saturday 8.30am-4pm
For further please contact Lisa BA (Hons), RriAD, Audiciogist
sy e | 01280 706 030
e m_’— 1 Borough Court , Buckingham Road Industrial Estate
Brackley ,NN13 7BE
www.tyre-warehouse.co.uk

. - 01280 701919
— =4 DAN 07979425060
UG.LQ _ JASON 07821722838
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FREE NO OBLIGATION [III[ITIITIIIHSl

« PATIOS
«DRIVEWRYS
«FOOTINGS
DRAINAGE

B Servicng carried out te dealer specifications = Qualified techmicans

TARMAC
<FENCING
& MORE

BRACKLEY GROUNDWORKS & LANDSCAPES

; TastyThymes
ABcom putlng Mobile caten dlred to your door

Buffets for Special occasions
Canapés & Sandwich Luncheons

Sales Support Repairs Networking

v Computer, laptop and peripheral sales

v Computer repair and upgrade: 1

v O?t&::etand t::lephonn l::papor: Aftemoon Teas

v D r nd d ransfer 4 2

s ko Children’s Parties
v Broadband and wireless setup . . &
T e Menus can be tailored to suit requirements
small buslness:s“and home users Ins?::;f::kn:r M1
area. We provide a first class ser:ir.e atan 2 Mlnlmum Order Of l 2 people'

affordable price.

Call Andy Blencowe

01280 840033 or 07815 180969 For further information and menus
' Please call Kim on 07966 254215




