Sunday service – 14 March
Welcome
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
You were sent to heal the contrite: Lord have mercy; Lord have mercy
You came to call sinners to repentance: Christ have mercy; Christ have mercy
You plead for us at the right hand of the Father, Lord have mercy; Lord have mercy
Readings
Numbers 21:4-9
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They travelled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go round Edom. But
the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and
said, ‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread!
There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!’
6

Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many
Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, ‘We sinned when we spoke against
the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.’ So Moses
prayed for the people. 8 The LORD said to Moses, ‘Make a snake and put it up on a pole;
anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.’ 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up
on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they
lived.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
John 3:14-21
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Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.’ 16 For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the
world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not
believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one
and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: light has come into the world, but people loved darkness
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instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and
will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by
the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has
been done in the sight of God.
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
Prayers
Lord’s Supper
The peace of the Lord be always with you; and also with you.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this bread to set before
you, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this wine to set before
you, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation. Blessed
be God for ever.
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and everlasting Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son. For in these forty days you lead us into the desert of repentance
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline we may grow in grace and learn to be your
people once again. Through fasting, prayer and acts of service you bring us back to your generous
heart. Through study of your holy word you open our eyes to your presence in the world and free
our hands to welcome others into the radiant splendour of your love. As we prepare to celebrate
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the Easter feast with joyful hearts and minds we bless you for your mercy and join with saints and
angels for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his
command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body
and blood of your dear Son. On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking
bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. When supper was ended he took the cup of
wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the
new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.
Jesus Christ is Lord: Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free. You are
the Saviour of the world.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes and justice and
mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Peter, James all the saints to feast at your table in
heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour
and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen.
[The Lord’s Prayer]
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed are those who are called
to his supper. Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I shall
be healed.
Prayer after Communion
Lord God, whose blessed Son our Saviour, gave his back to the smiters and did not hide
his face from shame: give us grace to endure the sufferings of this present time with
sure confidence in the glory that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen.
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