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Revd. Rich writes……..
I had hoped that, in this month’s article, I would be able to offer a
clear (if provisional) ‘roadmap’ out of lockdown for St Peter’s
Church. Sadly, there are still too many unknowns and various decisions depend on how things pan out. Nevertheless, here are
three principles that guide my thinking.
1) Church in person is far better than church online
Having your preferred brand of coffee, a comfy chair and no need
to get dressed or find a parking space – virtual church has its
perks! But in one sense, online services are not church at all. As I
recently wrote in this magazine, the word ‘church’ simply means a
gathering or assembly. There is very little sense in which a pre-recorded service is a gathering. Even a Zoom ‘meeting’ is a stretch.
I’m not sure we can re-translate Matthew 18:20 to read: “For
where two or three log in in my name, there am I with them.”
Of course, there have been some wonderful benefits to churches
putting their services online. New audiences have been reached,
the housebound have felt more connected and it has been possible for people to ‘catch up’ on services they otherwise would have
missed. I have found Zoom fellowship meetings on Sundays and
midweek to be enormously encouraging at times. Praise God for
such technology. But, whereas this sudden move online was initially viewed as accelerating the already inexorable shift towards
virtual church, I believe it has actually had the opposite effect. As
time has gone on, I think people have realised that online church
delivers diminishing spiritual returns, whereas the unique value of
real, physical church has only become more apparent.

As a result, the St Peter’s online service will cease at some point
over the summer (with the option, of course, of restarting in the
event of a third wave). Once meeting in St Peter’s is relatively safe
for the vast majority, there should be every incentive for people
to attend in person rather than stay at home on the couch. This
will be a blow for those who are housebound, but we will continue to record sermons (see the ‘Talks’ page of our website, if you
haven’t found it yet) and provide the ‘Dial-a-Sermon’ service for
those without internet access. Painful as it will be for some, the
‘sofa service’ will at some stage be switched off.
2) Young families have been disproportionately impacted
Children’s work has been one of the major casualties of the pandemic. When church has been online, children have struggled to
concentrate (even more than adults), and when church has been
in person, children’s groups have been largely impossible. It is
daunting to think of the long-term impact this could have on the
Church at large. A year is a very long time in a young life – ample
time in which to drift spiritually, lose touch with Christian friends
and drop the habit of attending a local congregation.
Therefore, it is vital we do what we can to enable young families
to return to St Peter’s. Our aim is to run Junior Church (for 5-11s)
and a Tots group (for 0-4s) every Sunday in the church hall from
now on, with the children staying in the service for the first 5-10
minutes before going out to their groups. Since April 12th, groups
of up to 15 children have been allowed to meet indoors (and even
sing together), providing appropriate safety measures are in
place. We are following closely the guidelines set out in the National Youth Agency’s document ‘Managing Youth Sector Activities and Spaces During COVID-19’ (version 5.2). Further details
and risk assessments are available on our website.

In order to make all this happen, we obviously require leaders for
the groups and need to make the start of the 9:30am service
slightly more child friendly. We don’t really have enough helpers
to cover one service at the moment, let alone two as we had before, so please contact me or Val if you could be a second pair of
hands in a children’s group one Sunday a month (no preparation
required) so that we can add you to the rota and run a DBS check.
Alternatively, please get in touch if you have ideas about how to
make children feel more welcome at St Peter’s generally. We are
also planning a holiday club for 23rd-26th August (9:30am-12 MonThurs), so volunteers for that would be hugely appreciated.
3) We need to stay flexible
Research suggests that the organisations coping best with COVID19 are those that are adaptable. Over the coming months, we will
need to be flexible, both individually and as a church. In time,
there may be a need to book in for weekly services, review service
patterns, meet outside when the weather allows and think creatively about indoor seating arrangements. It’s worth doing whatever it takes to keep meeting physically, since as material beings
we were made to relate in the flesh rather as disembodied faces
on a screen.
Thank you so much for your patience and flexibility to date. Please
pray for wisdom and that we might have more and more opportunities to “spur one another on towards love and good deeds, not
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another – and all the more as [we] see the Day
approaching” (Hebrews 10:24-25).

H.R.H Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. R.I.P.
The Jubilate sung at the Funeral
The words of The Jubilate are:
‘O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands: serve
the Lord with gladness, and come before his
presence with a song. Be ye sure that the
Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us,
and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with
praise: be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name. For the Lord
is gracious, his mercy is everlasting: and his truth endureth from
generation to generation. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to
the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen

Do You Have Wrens in your family?
I’m not referring to the tiny, feathered variety in the garden but the
indomitable ladies who joined the Women’s Royal Naval Service. Specifically, ladies who joined up between 1946 and 1981 and did their
basic training at Training Depot Burghfield/HMTE Burghfield/HMTE
Dauntless/HMS Dauntless/Reading.
Dauntless Divisional Photos is a nationwide project, in collaboration
with the Association of Wrens, to gather divisional photographs and
memories from those training days but also to reunite ladies with old
friends, share anecdotes and relive exciting moments.
So if you, your mum, granny, aunt, godmother or even next door
neighbour donned a blue suit and aimed for a life on the ocean wave,
please get in touch on either ddpwrens@gmail.com or 07765
435295/07719 909844.

Nectar in your garden
Our home gardens are now the largest source
of food for insects such as bees and wasps in towns and cities.
They yield 85 per cent of the nectar produced in urban areas,
according to a study published in the Journal of Ecology.
Three such gardens will generate about a teaspoon a day of
the sugar-rich liquid which is found in the flowers that the pollinators drink
for energy. A teaspoon of nectar is the equivalent of more than a ton of food
for an adult human, and it is enough to fuel thousands of flying bees.
One ecologist has called home gardens “pivotal” in promoting
biodiversity in urban areas across the county. Gardens are thought to cover
29 per cent of the land in urban areas, which is six times the area of parks
and 40 times that of allotments.
The research was carried out in partnership with the universities of Edinburgh and Reading and the Royal Horticultural Society.
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