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The Meaning of Christmas

My favourite festive film is A Christmas Carol. OK,
you can spot my faux sophistication. My favourite movie
at this time of year is actually… The Muppet Christmas
Carol. I haven’t read the Dickens book or seen the other
movies, but hopefully Kermit, Piggy, and gang are faith-
ful to the original story (except my guess is tiny Tim was
not a frog!).

Throughout the movie’s joyous songs, a serious message is
woven. As you may know, the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come takes
Scrooge—ably played by Michael Caine—on a journey in the middle of
the night. Scrooge, a grumpy, penny-pinching old man, is confronted
with what it will mean to die without love. The themes of love, thanks-
giving, and transformation all jump through the screen.

My guess is that as you watch your Christmas movie of choice,
there will be many pertinent Christmas themes that are helpful to reflect
on (unless your favourite Christmas movie is Die Hard). Each festive film
will give its own answer to the question, what is the meaning of
Christmas?

To answer that question, I’d like to draw your attention to three
truths from one of the most well-known verses in Scripture. Each truth
is pertinent every Christmas. They remind us of the true reason for the
season.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John
3:16).

Ask the average punter at the
Brackley Community Carol Service what Christmas means for them, and
my guess is that love will be high on their list. Christmas is a time to
enjoy the love of family and friends, isn’t it?

As the Ghost of Christmas Present sings “wherever you find love,
it feels like Christmas”.



I agree! Christmas is all about love. Indeed, John 3:16 tells us
that God so the world.

This time of year, why not explore the length and depth and
breadth of God’s love for you? If you regularly attend Church, you might
need to do that by really dwelling on the Bible Readings and Carol lyrics.
Ask God to speak to you through them again. If you haven’t already
come along much at St Peter’s, you might find that attending one of our
Sunday services, Carols by Candlelight service, Christingle services, or
any of the Christmas events will help you see how Christmas is all about
God’s love.

Of course, the truth that Christmas is about love sharpens the
pain of those struggling with bereavement and loneliness this time of
year. That’s why, as a church family, we must seek to express our love
for one another as we remind ourselves of God’s love for us.

Second, Christmas is about a gift. We show our love for
those we care deeply about with gifts. It is the same with God! Indeed,
God so loved the world that he .

Now, some of us are better at giving gifts than others. This verse
shows that God doesn’t give bad gifts. He gave his one and only Son. A
unique gift. A gift that is incalculable in value. Therefore, Christmas is
not so much about giving gifts as it is receiving the amazing gift of Jesus
Christ. We don’t deserve this gift. However, we can gratefully unwrap
and enjoy the relationship with God on offer to us because of Jesus
Christ.

Third, Christmas is about life. The festive spirit can so easily
mean we forget that Christmas is a matter of life and death. However,
that serious message is conveyed by St John.

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal .

The incarnation (God’s Son taking upon himself a human nature)
was not a case of God coming to make us slightly better people. No,
Jesus came to bring us life when we dwelt in death.



Hark the Herald Angels Sing helpfully reminds us of this truth:

To embrace the gift of Jesus is to embrace life.

We naturally think about love, gifts, and life at this time of year.
Helpfully, John 3:16 reminds us of the true meaning of Christmas in a
way that no festive film can. What is Christmas about? This verse
highlights the love of God, the gift of God, and the life of God. Therefore,
as you’d expect me to say, Christmas is about Jesus Christ!

The story of mince pies

Did you know that mince pies have been
traditional English Christmas fare since
the Middle Ages, when meat was a key
ingredient?  The addition of spices, suet
and alcohol to meat came about because
it was an alternative to salting and smok-
ing in order to preserve the food. Mince
pies used to be a different shape - cra-
dle-shaped with a pastry baby Jesus on top.











Brackley Glee Club Choir.
Invite you to a concert of sea-
sonal and other music on Satur-
day 9th December 2pm— 4pm.

St Peters Church.
 Free Admission.

Refreshment
and raffle for charity.

Brackley Male Voice Choir, with
Friends,

will be presenting a Concert of
Seasonal Music at

St. Peter's Church on Friday
15th. December at 7:30 p.m.

Admission is free,
but the audience is
invited to support
our Tombola and
Refreshments.


