Sunday service – 2 May
Introduction
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hymn
The Church’s One Foundation
Reading
Mark 4
26

Jesus also said, ‘This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the
ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though
he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces corn – first the stalk, then the ear,
then the full grain in the ear. 29 As soon as the corn is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because
the harvest has come.’
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Again he said, ‘What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use
to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet
when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches
that the birds can perch in its shade.’ 33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to
them, as much as they could understand. 34 He did not say anything to them without using a
parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.

Sermon
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Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers

Hymn
Every Promise of Your Word

Communion
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins,
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. We have lived by our own strength, and not
by the power of your resurrection. In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. In your mercy,
forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. In your mercy,
forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.
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It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; in your love you made us for yourself.
When we turned away you did not reject us, but came to meet us in your Son. And now we
give you thanks because through him you have given us eternal life and delivered us from the
slavery of sin and the fear of death into the glorious freedom of the children of God. You
embraced us as your children and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.
In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us. He opened his arms
of love upon the cross and made once for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.
On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends he took bread, and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do
this in remembrance of me.” At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks,
and said: “Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sin: do this in remembrance of me.” Amen.
As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, send your Holy Spirit that this
bread and this wine may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. As we eat and
drink these holy gifts make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.
With your whole Church throughout the world we offer you this sacrifice of praise and lift
our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Draw near through faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you. Remember that he died for you, and feed on him in
your hearts, by faith with thanksgiving.
Prayer after Communion
Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: grant us to walk in his
way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive and reigns, now and for
ever. Amen.

Hymn
Behold the Power of His Word

Blessing
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